
LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/16 14:22
_____________________________________

I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 



You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.



Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by utocoman - 2008/04/16 14:26
_____________________________________

Your only mistake was joining the church of Joseph's myth. Family oriented my a@#!!
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============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/16 15:17
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 



You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.



Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(



I'm sorry your letting this hurt you but I personally think you are looking at it the wrong way.  Yes, it hurts you, but what
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you should be dwelling on is that your child made the decision to marry in a fashion that could not include certain people
because of their commitments.  Obviously your child is deeply committed to the LDS church if she pursued a "temple
marriage"...so get over your hurt and put some of that "good dad" talk into practice and support her.  This was her choice
and I imagine it means a lot to her.  Your anger at the LDS church is misguided.



You don't have to accept that of course, but if you are going to gripe on a public forum you can expect people to respond.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/16 15:18
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 



You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.
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Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(



It would be best if you are able to get some unbiased professional help.  There's no need to have the feelings you do. 
Venting here or to anyone else doesn't resolve anything.  You sound like you truly love your children, this has got to have
an effect on your relationship with them. They are what matters the most.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/16 19:11
_____________________________________

Are you an active LDS?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by truthhurts - 2008/04/16 20:34
_____________________________________

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 02:49
_____________________________________

There's nothing particularly special about the Temple wedding ceremony. As for the kids they've been conditioned to
believe that a chapel ceremony isn't the "right" way to get married. I agree it may take some serious media attention or
government mandate. Most everyone outside the Church I talk to can tell it's wrong.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/17 09:10
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

There's nothing particularly special about the Temple wedding ceremony. As for the kids they've been conditioned to
believe that a chapel ceremony isn't the "right" way to get married. I agree it may take some serious media attention or
government mandate. Most everyone outside the Church I talk to can tell it's wrong.



If you were asking if I'm active LDS, yes I am.  Do you need a reality check?  Grow up already. You're just feeling sorry
for yourself.  You were LDS and you obviously raised a family LDS.  It isn't for you anymore, so be it. You want to act this
way, all you're going to do is alienate yourself from your family.  You brought 8 children into this world and you're going to
moan and groan about the faith they believe in? What?  Are they supposed to scamper to which ever way your wind
happens to be blowing next?



Get some help. Learn to cope with your problems. Love your children no matter what. There are 8 of them; do you think
they just might go their own way someday? What if one decides they want to be Jewish, then what are going to do? 
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You need some serious help.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 09:17
_____________________________________

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 11:39
_____________________________________

Thanks for taking your time to comment. I can see we don't agree here, but you're certainly are welcome to your opinion. 



You forget, you're not talking just to me as one person. Tell your "you need serious help" advice to the tens of thousands
of people who are affected by this practice. That your Church has such a cruel doctrine and that you follow it says more
about you than me. 



Most people in the world, if they're doing something that offends or hurts another will stop doing it or change something
to accommodate the other. I think being able to attend the marriage of your children is something that should not be
denied the family. Most people outside your community believe that. Maybe you should notice that.



Just like when the Church was baptizing for the dead for the Jewish Holocaust victims. The relatives were outraged and
hurt by the practice. The Church recognized that their practice was pretty callous and insensitive so they stopped. The
same insensitivity is occurring here on a much larger scale and involving many more people. 



I don't know if the Church did it voluntarily or if there were Jewish groups who put some serious media pressure on the
Church. Seems like that's what it takes to get the "true Church" to reconsider it's stance on things. 



Given the recent situation with the FLDS Church, seems that had the Church not been forced to change it's attitude
about polygamy, it wouldn't have done so willingly.



If that's what it takes, then that's what it takes. Let the court of public opinion decide this one. 



I guess this is some of the meat they were referring to when I was investigating the Church years ago that they figured I'd
discover later.



Got a good reference for a shrink to give me the help I need?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 12:03
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:
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I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 



You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.



Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(



So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 12:06
_____________________________________

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
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very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.



The children are members of the church, and have been given a recommend based on worhtiness.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/17 12:28
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 
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You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.



Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(



So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



I should have placed bets on you making this statement. I would have won a fortune.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/17 12:28
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Thanks for taking your time to comment. I can see we don't agree here, but you're certainly are welcome to your opinion. 



You forget, you're not talking just to me as one person. Tell your "you need serious help" advice to the tens of thousands
of people who are affected by this practice. That your Church has such a cruel doctrine and that you follow it says more
about you than me. 



Most people in the world, if they're doing something that offends or hurts another will stop doing it or change something
to accommodate the other. I think being able to attend the marriage of your children is something that should not be
denied the family. Most people outside your community believe that. Maybe you should notice that.



Just like when the Church was baptizing for the dead for the Jewish Holocaust victims. The relatives were outraged and
hurt by the practice. The Church recognized that their practice was pretty callous and insensitive so they stopped. The
same insensitivity is occurring here on a much larger scale and involving many more people. 



I don't know if the Church did it voluntarily or if there were Jewish groups who put some serious media pressure on the
Church. Seems like that's what it takes to get the "true Church" to reconsider it's stance on things. 



Given the recent situation with the FLDS Church, seems that had the Church not been forced to change it's attitude
about polygamy, it wouldn't have done so willingly.



If that's what it takes, then that's what it takes. Let the court of public opinion decide this one. 



I guess this is some of the meat they were referring to when I was investigating the Church years ago that they figured I'd
discover later.



Got a good reference for a shrink to give me the help I need?



The LDS church has every right to practice the marriage ceremony as they see fit.  You have every right to choose to let
that infuriate you, which apparently it has.  I would recommend you find a way to deal with it, as apparently it was
important for your child and that is really what would be important to me where I the parent involved.  Why are you taking
something so important to your child and making it something so negative and self-centered? Yes, it sucks for you, I
don't think anyone would say it doesn't.  But in the end, who was this for, you or your child.



The LDS take the temple marriage ceremony very, very seriously.  It is extremely unlikely they will change it - but hey,
maybe they will.  If you want to make that your personal crusade then by all means that is your decision but ask yourself
why you are doing it.  You can say it is for the parents that don't get to attend the ceremony but if someone is choosing to
marry in the LDS temple chances are they understand what they are doing and have made their choice and are happy
about it.  Why should the parent have the right to step into that ceremony and force it to change for them? It is NOT
about them...or is it?

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 12:30
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

I'm hoping that my message to a newspaper in Utah, in the heart of Mormonism will help me. There has to be people
who can think clearly beyond what amounts to emotional extortion the LDS Church perpetrates on non-LDS people as it
pertains to the weddings of their LDS children.



I had occasion to go to Salt Lake City last January to "attend" my daughters wedding. I didn't actually get to see it, so I
have the word "attend" in quotation marks. I sat outside while people my daughter didn't know, or hardly knew go to go to
the Temple. 



This is the second time since September 2007 this has happened. My first daughter got married at age 19 in the San
Diego Temple. I haven't seen those wedding pictures yet since I can't imagine I was able to hide the stress, the
emotional pain and anger in my face. Those who got to attend looked away as they walked by me as they entered the
temple. 



I'm still not sure how my 23 years of service and sacrifice as their father exempts me from attending? Other than their
mother, who's got better credentials than me? It really makes the idea of a "temple interview" seem ridiculous when you
make that kind of comparison.



I suppose I could understand if my kids didn't want me to be there because I'd been some kind of ogre. But that's not the
case. I was super dad! I guess a lot of that had to do with the family I grew up in. My mother died when I was 11. My
father was an angry drunk. My stepmother was an abusive person in other ways. I left home when I was 15 or 16 and
ended up joining the Church when I was 18. There was no mention of parents not being able to attend the weddings of
their children when I was taught by those clean cut missionaries. When I finally got married and had a family I decided to
go out of my way to be a good dad.



While at the Salt Lake Temple, I had to preoccupy myself and distract my mind from acknowledging the pain of the
situation. I discovered from the matron that the SL Temple performs 30-35 weddings each Friday and Saturday. She was
proud to point out that when school lets out the figure can jump to 60-65. On my way back to California, I changed planes
in Phoenix. As our plane taxied on the runway, I noticed dozens of planes back to back waiting for their turn. It reminded
me of the weddings at the temple one right after the other.



Have those running the Church ever thought about the terrible hurt they're causing people with this silly rule? There are
124 temples...even at 2 weddings a week...there's 12,000 weddings, add 3000 for the SL Temple...that's 15,000
weddings conservatively. I'm guessing, most of the people outside of Utah who are marrying in the Church are converts
which means most of their parents don't get to attend the weddings of their kids. Add to that the extended family...aunts,
uncles, grandparents...etc. After the incredible hassle and challenge it is to be a parent, then to not even have the
opportunity to attend your childs weddings. In every other faith, attending a marriage isn't based upon worthiness.

What that means is hundreds of thousands of people are deeply offended every year by the Church.



On behalf of all the parents who's hearts are broken every year, President Monson, if you read this paper, if you really
are a leader, it's time to do something about this. You're in a position to do something about this. This kind of disgusting,
heartless practice isn't conducive with the image the Church tries to portray as being about marriage and family. 



Not a threat, at least not yet. But to a person, everyone that finds out I've not been able to attend my kids weddings
grimaces with anger. They find it incredulous. Some of my close friends actually start crying. 



You have to know, the media will have a field day with this. No one outside the Church understands or thinks this is right.
Many inside the Church are also hurt by this experience. It's time to get on the phone with God and come up with
something different.



And if the Church hierarchy won't respond, I hope the good people of Utah will.



Lucky me. I've got 6 more unmarried children.



:angry: :(



So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



I should have placed bets on you making this statement. I would have won a fortune.
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Did not anyone wonder that? He said he was a member. Call me crazy.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by truthhurts - 2008/04/17 12:35
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by truthhurts - 2008/04/17 12:36
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.



The children are members of the church, and have been given a recommend based on worhtiness.

Yes, Dubby, I am aware they are members and have had an interview. I believe the lady is a member, and did I say  she
would not have to have an interview? :blink: 



Well, did I?



BTW, Welcome back. Will the third fourth fifth sixth seventh time be a charm? ;)

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/17 12:41
_____________________________________
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Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

 I should have placed bets on you making this statement. I would have won a fortune.



Did not anyone wonder that? He said he was a member. Call me crazy.



Who are you to tell him to get worthy. Weren't you whining at other posters for making assumptions without knowing
every detail of a situation?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 12:42
_____________________________________

truthhurts wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

Yes, my parents were already endowed.  We did have a wonderful, understanding Bishop and SP. I do wish conditional
recommends could/would be given out more.  If the person is in pretty good standing, what can it hurt to let the parents in
for one day?



Yes, this other ladies situation is different.  However, HER OWN children made the choice to marry in the temple.  Yelling
at us isn't going to change that.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/17 12:56
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Thanks for taking your time to comment. I can see we don't agree here, but you're certainly are welcome to your opinion. 



You forget, you're not talking just to me as one person. Tell your "you need serious help" advice to the tens of thousands
of people who are affected by this practice. That your Church has such a cruel doctrine and that you follow it says more
about you than me. 



Most people in the world, if they're doing something that offends or hurts another will stop doing it or change something
to accommodate the other. I think being able to attend the marriage of your children is something that should not be
denied the family. Most people outside your community believe that. Maybe you should notice that.



Just like when the Church was baptizing for the dead for the Jewish Holocaust victims. The relatives were outraged and
hurt by the practice. The Church recognized that their practice was pretty callous and insensitive so they stopped. The
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same insensitivity is occurring here on a much larger scale and involving many more people. 



I don't know if the Church did it voluntarily or if there were Jewish groups who put some serious media pressure on the
Church. Seems like that's what it takes to get the "true Church" to reconsider it's stance on things. 



Given the recent situation with the FLDS Church, seems that had the Church not been forced to change it's attitude
about polygamy, it wouldn't have done so willingly.



If that's what it takes, then that's what it takes. Let the court of public opinion decide this one. 



I guess this is some of the meat they were referring to when I was investigating the Church years ago that they figured I'd
discover later.



Got a good reference for a shrink to give me the help I need?



So you raised your children LDS and now they are offending you.  Nice dad.



My parents are not LDS.  Before I was married I took them to a Temple open house.  They were shown every room and
every ordinance performed there. Including the Sealing room.  They knew exactly what was performed.  The day of the
wedding they were treated with just as much respect as anyone else.  And THEY were just respectful themselves.  They
didn't sit in a corner and pout. So excuse me if I have a hard time with your "poor me" offended story. 



You want to run around looking for someone to sympathize with you go right ahead.  It doesn't change the attitude you
are showing your children. You don't think they can see it in you? Try thinking about them instead of yourself. In none of
your ranting have you shown any compassion for them, only your own self centered opinion.









As long as your on a crusade why don't crusade for all those Catholic dads that get bent out shape if their child marries a
Protestant.  And how about all those Jewish dads if their child marries a Christian.  And let's not leave out a Muslim dad
for their child marrying a Hindu. 

Get the picture?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 13:01
_____________________________________

Seriously, LifeRocks. . .Any member of the church, active or inactive, KNOWS entrance into the temple is based on
worthiness, and you KNOW there are commandments and covenants you have to be upholding to participate in temple
ceremonies.  Endowed, recommend-holding members are able to attend marriage ceremonies. This is not new doctrine,
nor is it a new rule. (Teenagers doing baptisms are in a different part of the temple, and do not have the same
recommend.) 



That said, with good intentions and no disrespect on my part to you, I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you
needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in your child's temple sealing? Your child made a conscious decision
to be sealed to someone for time and eternity in the temple, and you are turning that special day into something, I bet,
that is causing contention in your family.  You're hurt, but a child's wedding day is not about the parent. Look to yourself
on this one.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 13:30
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends

Comments - Daily Herald fireboard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 15 October, 2008, 21:16



(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

Yes, my parents were already endowed.  We did have a wonderful, understanding Bishop and SP. I do wish conditional
recommends could/would be given out more.  If the person is in pretty good standing, what can it hurt to let the parents in
for one day?



Yes, this other ladies situation is different.  However, HER OWN children made the choice to marry in the temple.  Yelling
at us isn't going to change that.



KitKat. . .I know you're a member of the church, and I believe you're an active member from your posts.  However, you
know we can't be in "pretty good standing" to enter the temple and participate in temple ceremonies.  We are either
keeping our covenants, or we're not,  We're either paying a full tithe, or we're not, etc., etc.  A sympathetic bishop or
stake president who says "OK, just this once" about participating in a sacred temple ordinance is doing that member a
disservice. Members shouldn't put their priesthood leaders in that position, and priesthood leaders shouldn't encourage
members to cheat a little on their worthiness.  Life perfection is not a requirement for temple attendance, but at least a
very, very conscious and consistent effort in keeping commandments and covenants is.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 13:40
_____________________________________

JLD wrote:





His anger should be at his kids for having the audacity and courage to stand by something they believe in, no matter how
there Dad freaks out. Those awful kids.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 13:41
_____________________________________

Girl Raised in the South wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
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year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

Yes, my parents were already endowed.  We did have a wonderful, understanding Bishop and SP. I do wish conditional
recommends could/would be given out more.  If the person is in pretty good standing, what can it hurt to let the parents in
for one day?



Yes, this other ladies situation is different.  However, HER OWN children made the choice to marry in the temple.  Yelling
at us isn't going to change that.



KitKat. . .I know you're a member of the church, and I believe you're an active member from your posts.  However, you
know we can't be in "pretty good standing" to enter the temple and participate in temple ceremonies.  We are either
keeping our covenants, or we're not,  We're either paying a full tithe, or we're not, etc., etc.  A sympathetic bishop or
stake president who says "OK, just this once" about participating in a sacred temple ordinance is doing that member a
disservice. Members shouldn't put their priesthood leaders in that position, and priesthood leaders shouldn't encourage
members to cheat a little on their worthiness.  Life perfection is not a requirement for temple attendance, but at least a
very, very conscious and consistent effort in keeping commandments and covenants is.

I understand what you're saying.  By being in "pretty good standing" I'm not sure I meant what you think I did. My parents
were active in the church, but as much as I can remember of it, they weren't paying tithe at the time due to a financial
difficulty they were having.  And that was the ONLY convenant they were not keeping.  My parents did not ask for this
conditional recommend.  I was prepared to be married without them there, with their full support.  A couple weeks before,
the bishop himself approached my parents at church and asked if they were planning to get a recommend.  And it went
from there.  I know they can't hand these kind of recommends out to anyone who asks.  But I do think they are good in
special circumstances.



For what it's worth, right after this happened, my parents did start paying tithe again and got their regular recommend
back.  It may have been the little "push" they needed.  But whatever it was, I'm grateful to that Bishop.  Some thirty years
later, he and I are still very close.  The good that came from him giving my parents that recommend has lasted to this day
(there's more, which I'm not putting in here).  That's why I say it can be good in some circumstances.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 13:42
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

 I should have placed bets on you making this statement. I would have won a fortune.



Did not anyone wonder that? He said he was a member. Call me crazy.



Who are you to tell him to get worthy. Weren't you whining at other posters for making assumptions without knowing
every detail of a situation?



He threw this out here for all public to comment on, said he was a member, if he's a member, there's nothing stopping
him from going to his Daughters wedding, only himself. It's a logical/legit question, at least for the logical.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/17 13:53
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:
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Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

 I should have placed bets on you making this statement. I would have won a fortune.



Did not anyone wonder that? He said he was a member. Call me crazy.



Who are you to tell him to get worthy. Weren't you whining at other posters for making assumptions without knowing
every detail of a situation?



He threw this out here for all public to comment on, said he was a member, if he's a member, there's nothing stopping
him from going to his Daughters wedding, it's a logical/legit question, at least for the logical.



Keep that in mind next time you whine about people bringing up things you have said. You have thrown things out for all
here to see, then you get huffy if anyone brings it up. Like I said, you will get what give out. If you don't like it, do
something to change.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 13:57
_____________________________________

I notice girlfromsouth asked basically the same question I did, but you said nothing to her kitkat...errr Kitkat II errr Betz.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 14:00
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

I notice girlfromsouth asked basically the same question I did, but you said nothing to her kitkat...errr KitkatII errr Betz.

Basically the same?  What drug are you on?  If you really believe you asked "basically" the same questions, then you
have a bigger problem with your grammar than we suspected.



By the way, it's Girl Raised in the South.  Not girlfromsouth.  Maybe the problem is in your reading comprehension, eh?



Since you won't get it, I best explain.  Girl Raised in the South was very respectful, and put her information/questions out
in a thoughtful manner.  She wasn't "nasty" about it.  You, on the other hand, throw out insults.  That's why you get the
responses you do.  Deal with it.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 14:02
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Girl Raised in the South wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.
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Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

Yes, my parents were already endowed.  We did have a wonderful, understanding Bishop and SP. I do wish conditional
recommends could/would be given out more.  If the person is in pretty good standing, what can it hurt to let the parents in
for one day?



Yes, this other ladies situation is different.  However, HER OWN children made the choice to marry in the temple.  Yelling
at us isn't going to change that.



KitKat. . .I know you're a member of the church, and I believe you're an active member from your posts.  However, you
know we can't be in "pretty good standing" to enter the temple and participate in temple ceremonies.  We are either
keeping our covenants, or we're not,  We're either paying a full tithe, or we're not, etc., etc.  A sympathetic bishop or
stake president who says "OK, just this once" about participating in a sacred temple ordinance is doing that member a
disservice. Members shouldn't put their priesthood leaders in that position, and priesthood leaders shouldn't encourage
members to cheat a little on their worthiness.  Life perfection is not a requirement for temple attendance, but at least a
very, very conscious and consistent effort in keeping commandments and covenants is.

I understand what you're saying.  By being in "pretty good standing" I'm not sure I meant what you think I did. My parents
were active in the church, but as much as I can remember of it, they weren't paying tithe at the time due to a financial
difficulty they were having.  And that was the ONLY convenant they were not keeping.  My parents did not ask for this
conditional recommend.  I was prepared to be married without them there, with their full support.  A couple weeks before,
the bishop himself approached my parents at church and if they were planning to get a recommend.  And it went from
there.  I know they can't hand these kind of recommends out to anyone who asks.  But I do think they are good in special
circumstances.



For what it's worth, right after this happened, my parents did start paying tithe again and got their regular recommend
back.  It may have been the little "push" they needed.  But whatever it was, I'm grateful to that Bishop.  Some thirty years
later, he and I are still very close.  The good that came from him giving my parents that recommend has lasted to this day
(there's more, which I'm not putting in here).  That's why I say it can be good in some circumstances.



Thanks, KitKat.  People in the church today are so different compared to our parents.  By that, I mean they think a little
transgression or full-on sin shouldn't keep them out of the temple.  The personal worthiness questions for a temple
recommend have changed over the years to help weed out those who willingly and with intention break their covenants. 
I just want LifeRocks to understand temple worthiness is a constant lifestyle choice, and he can't be worthy for just a
moment. (I'm glad for your parents.)

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 14:02
_____________________________________

Girlfromsouth...."I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in
your child's temple sealing? "



Yea, I guess for the IQ you have that would be hard to see. rolleyes

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 14:06
_____________________________________

Girl Raised in the South wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Girl Raised in the South wrote:

KitKat wrote:

truthhurts wrote:

KitKat wrote:
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truthhurts wrote:

Not an easy thing to go through, and I have always, even when I was active LDS, thought the stance odd. In fact, I find it
very perplexing for a Church that likes to extol itself as pro-family, etc. The Church gives conditional use recommends
(not sure if that is the name, but it is the purpose) to youth in order to perform baptisms for the dead, otherwise they
could not get in. So, it could be done regarding weddings, which makes one wonder if something else is the real motive,
like....



money, aka tithing. Yes, money talks.



That said, I think your children have a say as well. They could simply do a civil wedding and do the Temple thing in a
year, and I believe if more did that, the Church's stance might change. The Church frowns on that, but tough. Let 'em
frown. So, go ahead and blame the Church if it makes you feel better, but realize that your kids are complicit in it.

Money talks?  I'm not so sure.  When I married in the temple, my parents weren't tithe payers due to a temporary
financial difficulty.  They were given a conditional temple recommend, good for my wedding only.  I don't know if that's
still done or what, but in my case, money DIDN'T talk.

One question. Were your folks endowed, i.e. had they been through the Temple before? Sounds like the answer is yes,
and if they had a sympathetic Bishop and SP, then I can see that happening and I think it is great. Other Bishop's and
SP's might not be so lenient. 



The ladies situation is completely different than that.

Yes, my parents were already endowed.  We did have a wonderful, understanding Bishop and SP. I do wish conditional
recommends could/would be given out more.  If the person is in pretty good standing, what can it hurt to let the parents in
for one day?



Yes, this other ladies situation is different.  However, HER OWN children made the choice to marry in the temple.  Yelling
at us isn't going to change that.



KitKat. . .I know you're a member of the church, and I believe you're an active member from your posts.  However, you
know we can't be in "pretty good standing" to enter the temple and participate in temple ceremonies.  We are either
keeping our covenants, or we're not,  We're either paying a full tithe, or we're not, etc., etc.  A sympathetic bishop or
stake president who says "OK, just this once" about participating in a sacred temple ordinance is doing that member a
disservice. Members shouldn't put their priesthood leaders in that position, and priesthood leaders shouldn't encourage
members to cheat a little on their worthiness.  Life perfection is not a requirement for temple attendance, but at least a
very, very conscious and consistent effort in keeping commandments and covenants is.

I understand what you're saying.  By being in "pretty good standing" I'm not sure I meant what you think I did. My parents
were active in the church, but as much as I can remember of it, they weren't paying tithe at the time due to a financial
difficulty they were having.  And that was the ONLY convenant they were not keeping.  My parents did not ask for this
conditional recommend.  I was prepared to be married without them there, with their full support.  A couple weeks before,
the bishop himself approached my parents at church and if they were planning to get a recommend.  And it went from
there.  I know they can't hand these kind of recommends out to anyone who asks.  But I do think they are good in special
circumstances.



For what it's worth, right after this happened, my parents did start paying tithe again and got their regular recommend
back.  It may have been the little "push" they needed.  But whatever it was, I'm grateful to that Bishop.  Some thirty years
later, he and I are still very close.  The good that came from him giving my parents that recommend has lasted to this day
(there's more, which I'm not putting in here).  That's why I say it can be good in some circumstances.



Thanks, KitKat.  People in the church today are so different compared to our parents.  By that, I mean they think a little
transgression or full-on sin shouldn't keep them out of the temple.  The personal worthiness questions for a temple
recommend have changed over the years to help weed out those who willingly and with intention break their covenants. 
I just want LifeRocks to understand temple worthiness is a constant lifestyle choice, and he can't be worthy for just a
moment. (I'm glad for your parents.)

Yep, I'll agree with that.  My parents are now gone.  But I know where they are and that they are together, and that is
comforting.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 14:08
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Girlfromsouth...."I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in
your child's temple sealing? "
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Yea, I guess for the IQ you have that would be hard to see. rolleyes

She asked it nicely.  You say things more like "why didn't you get yourself temple ready" and then throw in a stupid
mocking smiley.  The manner in which you ask means alot.



Still mocking my IQ and feeble mind, are you?  When are you going to acknowledge that I knew Virtuous' name and you
did not.  I hope when you're my age, you have only half the memory I do.  If so, you'll be in good shape.



I suggest you knock off the insults.  Payback can be a bitch.  And just so you don't misunderstand, that is not a threat.  I
believe in karma.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 14:39
_____________________________________

LifeRocks. . .Talk to us.  Do you see where we're coming from with our responses to your post?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 14:43
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Girlfromsouth...."I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in
your child's temple sealing? "



Yea, I guess for the IQ you have that would be hard to see. rolleyes

She asked it nicely.  You say things more like "why didn't you get yourself temple ready" and then throw in a stupid
mocking smiley.  The manner in which you ask means alot.



Still mocking my IQ and feeble mind, are you?  When are you going to acknowledge that I knew Virtuous' name and you
did not.  I hope when you're my age, you have only half the memory I do.  If so, you'll be in good shape.



I suggest you knock off the insults.  Payback can be a bitch.  And just so you don't misunderstand, that is not a threat.  I
believe in karma.



That's you and Betz problem, you think I'm saying things in a mocking tone when I'm not, it was a legit question asked in
a way without smileys or roll of eyes. You completly misread it, which is very typical.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 14:47
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Girlfromsouth...."I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in
your child's temple sealing? "



Yea, I guess for the IQ you have that would be hard to see. rolleyes

She asked it nicely.  You say things more like "why didn't you get yourself temple ready" and then throw in a stupid
mocking smiley.  The manner in which you ask means alot.



Still mocking my IQ and feeble mind, are you?  When are you going to acknowledge that I knew Virtuous' name and you
did not.  I hope when you're my age, you have only half the memory I do.  If so, you'll be in good shape.



I suggest you knock off the insults.  Payback can be a bitch.  And just so you don't misunderstand, that is not a threat.  I
believe in karma.
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That's you and Betz problem, you think I'm saying things in a mocking tone when I'm not, it was a legit question asked in
a way without smileys or roll of eyes. You completly misread it, which is very typical.

LOL..



Your karma on this forum says differently.  And just for the record, I have never given any karma, negative or postitive. 
So none of your negatives came from me.



Are you going to respond to the part of my post I bolded.  Or are you still feeling too silly over it?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by prisonpig - 2008/04/17 14:49
_____________________________________

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 14:51
_____________________________________

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 14:57
_____________________________________

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.



Nope didn't. Sorry :laugh:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Blondie - 2008/04/17 15:29
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 15:31
_____________________________________

Blondie wrote:
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KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 15:38
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Blondie wrote:

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.



Oh just admit you love me Kitkat, your posting has doubled since my return, you love the arguinging, you've admitted
that. :laugh:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 15:43
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Blondie wrote:

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.



Oh just admit you love me Kitkat, your posting has doubled since my return, you love the arguinging, you've admitted
that. :laugh:\

You dumbass.  I wasn't posting because for one thing, my computer was dead, and I didn't have time to go to the library. 
My sweet hubby bought me a new top-of-the line HP.  My hubby was also sick and needed me.  So he came first.  He's
doing better, I have a computer so I'm back.  Don't flatter yourself.



I was on this forum talking to lots of people before you ever came on here.  Again, don't flatter yourself.  



There is no way I could love a jerk like you.  You disgust me to the core of my being.  And I mean it.  I wouldn't even
shake hands with you!

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
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Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 15:46
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Blondie wrote:

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.



Oh just admit you love me Kitkat, your posting has doubled since my return, you love the arguinging, you've admitted
that. :laugh:\

You dumbass.  I wasn't posting because for one thing, my computer was dead, and I didn't have time to go to the library. 
My sweet hubby bought me a new top-of-the line HP.  My hubby was also sick and needed me.  So he came first.  He's
doing better, I have a computer so I'm back.  Don't flatter yourself.



I was on this forum talking to lots of people before you ever came on here.  Again, don't flatter yourself.  



There is no way I could love a jerk like you.  You disgust me to the core of my being.  And I mean it.  I wouldn't even
shake hands with you!



Ahhh huhhhh   :kiss:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 15:48
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Blondie wrote:

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.



Oh just admit you love me Kitkat, your posting has doubled since my return, you love the arguinging, you've admitted
that. :laugh:\

You dumbass.  I wasn't posting because for one thing, my computer was dead, and I didn't have time to go to the library. 
My sweet hubby bought me a new top-of-the line HP.  My hubby was also sick and needed me.  So he came first.  He's
doing better, I have a computer so I'm back.  Don't flatter yourself.



I was on this forum talking to lots of people before you ever came on here.  Again, don't flatter yourself.  



There is no way I could love a jerk like you.  You disgust me to the core of my being.  And I mean it.  I wouldn't even
shake hands with you!



Ahhh huhhhh   :kiss:

Screw you.  I meant what I said.:angry:
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============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 15:56
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Blondie wrote:

KitKat wrote:

prisonpig wrote:

I'm confused! Didn't Dubss get banned from this website? Oh well it was a nice few weeks while idiot boy was banned. I
see you still have your head up your behind, Dubss.

But he claims he wasn't banned, that he needed a break from all of us "idjits". Between you and me, I never heard
anything so stupid in my life.



LOL.......... Only continuing STUPID comments from the mouth himself...... :blink: :ohmy:

Yep.  He's quite entertaining, but not in the way he thinks.



Oh just admit you love me Kitkat, your posting has doubled since my return, you love the arguinging, you've admitted
that. :laugh:\

You dumbass.  I wasn't posting because for one thing, my computer was dead, and I didn't have time to go to the library. 
My sweet hubby bought me a new top-of-the line HP.  My hubby was also sick and needed me.  So he came first.  He's
doing better, I have a computer so I'm back.  Don't flatter yourself.



I was on this forum talking to lots of people before you ever came on here.  Again, don't flatter yourself.  



There is no way I could love a jerk like you.  You disgust me to the core of my being.  And I mean it.  I wouldn't even
shake hands with you!



Ahhh huhhhh   :kiss:

Screw you.  I meant what I said.:angry:



LOL :kiss: 



I'm just messin with ya kitkat, have some fun.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 16:45
_____________________________________

It's unfortunate as wonderful as emails are we can't see or feel the humanity behind them. For all you know I could be
hiding inside your computer monitor.



I thought I made it clear. I'm not a member of the Church any longer. For over 25 years I was really active. Went on a
mission. With no family support I actually worked 18 months to save up all of my mission money. 



I didn't really learn to read until I was 20. 

I was pretty naive and accepting about what I was told. I read only what was "approved by the Church". A few years ago
some events occurred that had me really question things. The more I thought about it, the more I learned,I got to a point
where, out of integrity, I couldn't say I believed it anymore and I couldn't pretend, so rather than lie about, I chose to
leave.



At the outset, I appreciate those that take their valuable time to comment.  We can engage in a discussion here and even
if we disagree can still be thoughtful and considerate. I may not agree with your point of view, but I'll be respectful of it.
To imply that there's something wrong with me, that I need counseling for being frustrated or angry or hurt at not being
able to attend my kids weddings when marriage is such an important event has me wonder even more about those in the
Church.
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I have a better idea. Why not change the rules for all those parents and family members that are in this situation? There
are tens of thousands of us.



Now I know a devout religious person wouldn't consider that. You have your rules and revelations from God. We have
little in common in that regard. 



But you're really disappointing a lot of people. Since we have more in common as parents I'd rather appeal to you as
another parent. I've been through some tough things in life, but this beyond hard. 



You know, at first I wasn't even going to attend the Temple to stand outside, at all because I knew how disappointed I
was about it. In those tough moments I ask myself, "What would a good dad do?"

I knew what was going to happen and someone suggested to support my daughters I should be there when they came
out. So I did.



It's been insightful on this forum.



Those who are in the Church clearly defend or support their ideas. I should just get counseling  and get over it. Be a big
boy. Love your children no matter what. 



But I don't think those in Happy Valley have a clue as how the world perceives them for practicing this. It may work for
those who get to see their kids weddings, but for the 10's of thousands of us who don't get to go, they don't understand
it. We're angry as hell and like someone said, might just as well do something about it. We intend to.



If you can, try zooming out of this situation and get a broader perspective. Outside of Utah, a convert couple gets
married. Say they're Catholic with a large extended family that doesn't get to go to the wedding. So among the entire
family, parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and cousins, brothers and sisters who have a culture of attending family
weddings... all don't get to go. You're stealing a long anticipated experience from them. How do you think they perceive
the Church?



I remember getting married in the Los Angeles Temple. My brother flew all the way from easter Canada to attend the
wedding. I was new to the Church and didn't understand that he couldn't go. It's 25 years later and what does he still
remember? 



You go to a restaurant and have bad service. What happens? You tell everyone. So this extended Catholic family tells
everyone how their kids got married in the Mormon Temple and not even the parents could go. Excuse me, that was only
one side. Even worse if one family is in the Church and the other isn't. My daughters inlaws to be, hardly even knew her
and they got to go and I understood it...well not really.



Those outside the Church, I'm sure I've talked to at least 150 people and to a person, all find this idea of parents going to
their kids weddings as just part of what it means to be a human being.



I just learned this morning that exclusion of family even non-LDS from the weddings in the Temple was only instituted
after the Church started following polygamy. Further, that there are other countries in the world where people must first
be married in a public place and then they get sealed.



Given the Church says it doesn't practice polygamy any longer why not resume things as they were. Why not make some
concessions for people who have more at stake in this. 



The very idea that your "temple recommend" makes you worthy to go compared to my 25 years of service as a dad
makes your idea of "worthiness" look stupid. As a Mormon you'll argue with me. But as a parent you'll agree.



It's duplicitous for the Church to project a public image of family and marriage and then have this. This is the fine print
that sure takes some of the fun out of the experience.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/17 17:01
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

It's unfortunate as wonderful as emails are we can't see or feel the humanity behind them. For all you know I could be
hiding inside your computer monitor.



I thought I made it clear. I'm not a member of the Church any longer. For over 25 years I was really active. Went on a
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mission. With no family support I actually worked 18 months to save up all of my mission money. 



I didn't really learn to read until I was 20. 

I was pretty naive and accepting about what I was told. I read only what was "approved by the Church". A few years ago
some events occurred that had me really question things. The more I thought about it, the more I learned,I got to a point
where, out of integrity, I couldn't say I believed it anymore and I couldn't pretend, so rather than lie about, I chose to
leave.



At the outset, I appreciate those that take their valuable time to comment.  We can engage in a discussion here and even
if we disagree can still be thoughtful and considerate. I may not agree with your point of view, but I'll be respectful of it.
To imply that there's something wrong with me, that I need counseling for being frustrated or angry or hurt at not being
able to attend my kids weddings when marriage is such an important event has me wonder even more about those in the
Church.



I have a better idea. Why not change the rules for all those parents and family members that are in this situation? There
are tens of thousands of us.



Now I know a devout religious person wouldn't consider that. You have your rules and revelations from God. We have
little in common in that regard. 



But you're really disappointing a lot of people. Since we have more in common as parents I'd rather appeal to you as
another parent. I've been through some tough things in life, but this beyond hard. 



You know, at first I wasn't even going to attend the Temple to stand outside, at all because I knew how disappointed I
was about it. In those tough moments I ask myself, "What would a good dad do?"

I knew what was going to happen and someone suggested to support my daughters I should be there when they came
out. So I did.



It's been insightful on this forum.



Those who are in the Church clearly defend or support their ideas. I should just get counseling  and get over it. Be a big
boy. Love your children no matter what. 



But I don't think those in Happy Valley have a clue as how the world perceives them for practicing this. It may work for
those who get to see their kids weddings, but for the 10's of thousands of us who don't get to go, they don't understand
it. We're angry as hell and like someone said, might just as well do something about it. We intend to.



If you can, try zooming out of this situation and get a broader perspective. Outside of Utah, a convert couple gets
married. Say they're Catholic with a large extended family that doesn't get to go to the wedding. So among the entire
family, parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and cousins, brothers and sisters who have a culture of attending family
weddings... all don't get to go. You're stealing a long anticipated experience from them. How do you think they perceive
the Church?



I remember getting married in the Los Angeles Temple. My brother flew all the way from easter Canada to attend the
wedding. I was new to the Church and didn't understand that he couldn't go. It's 25 years later and what does he still
remember? 



You go to a restaurant and have bad service. What happens? You tell everyone. So this extended Catholic family tells
everyone how their kids got married in the Mormon Temple and not even the parents could go. Excuse me, that was only
one side. Even worse if one family is in the Church and the other isn't. My daughters inlaws to be, hardly even knew her
and they got to go and I understood it...well not really.



Those outside the Church, I'm sure I've talked to at least 150 people and to a person, all find this idea of parents going to
their kids weddings as just part of what it means to be a human being.



I just learned this morning that exclusion of family even non-LDS from the weddings in the Temple was only instituted
after the Church started following polygamy. Further, that there are other countries in the world where people must first
be married in a public place and then they get sealed.



Given the Church says it doesn't practice polygamy any longer why not resume things as they were. Why not make some
concessions for people who have more at stake in this. 



The very idea that your "temple recommend" makes you worthy to go compared to my 25 years of service as a dad
makes your idea of "worthiness" look stupid. As a Mormon you'll argue with me. But as a parent you'll agree.
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It's duplicitous for the Church to project a public image of family and marriage and then have this. This is the fine print
that sure takes some of the fun out of the experience.



In all honesty, why not just have a 2nd ceremony?



But back to the issue at hand, you are asking a religious organization to change their standards to allow anyone into the
temple.  Those who respect the temple as a "house of God" and have had to strive in their lives to be "worthy" to enter
the temple do so knowing it will bring them closer to God in a way that walking into no other place will.  Why should that
change? Why do you think your child wanted a temple marriage if there was nothing significant about it???



And you are intermingling worthiness as a parent to be the same as worthiness as an LDS member with a temple
recommend and they are two different things.  Your not being able to enter the temple has nothing to do with your
parental devotion.



I know I said this before, but I'll say it again.  This was for your daughter and not for you.  She chose to marry in the
temple and hopefully she knew exactly what she was doing when she did it.  Be happy for her, respect her choice, be
proud that despite the obvious hardships and hurt feelings she felt it was important to her and her spouse to pursue a
temple marriage, something that likely really means a lot to them.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 17:02
_____________________________________

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 17:17
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 17:23
_____________________________________

LifeRocks, you had to know the day would come when your children would want to be married in the temple.  Did you
expect them to postpone their sealing (their heart's desire) to accommodate you?  As a "good dad", you should
encourage them to fulfill their dream of being eternally sealed on their terms and time table, not yours.  You may think I'm
being cold-hearted about this, but I'm sure you remember the temple is a sacred place, a place not open to the general
public. The sacredness would be diminished, yes, even completely lost, if anyone off the street could enter and
participate. I doubt very seriously that the "entrance fee" to the temple (living the commandments and keeping
covenants) is going to change. And, in other countries, the reasoning behind civil marriage first, then the temple sealing
second is because those countries do not recognize a temple marriage as legally binding.   



I can tell you are very angry about this exclusion; however, even as a "good dad", your "temple ready" children do not
"owe" you for your 25 years of service.  If anything, you should be proud of the decisions your children have made and
pat yourself on the back for raising exceptional children.

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 17:24
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 17:32
_____________________________________

LifeRocks, I just reread your last post. You said you "chose to leave" the church.  Respectfully, are you inactive or
excommunicated?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/17 17:36
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Girlfromsouth...."I am asking you, why didn't you do whatever you needed to do in good faith to be able to participate in
your child's temple sealing? "



Yea, I guess for the IQ you have that would be hard to see. rolleyes

She asked it nicely.  You say things more like "why didn't you get yourself temple ready" and then throw in a stupid
mocking smiley.  The manner in which you ask means alot.



Still mocking my IQ and feeble mind, are you?  When are you going to acknowledge that I knew Virtuous' name and you
did not.  I hope when you're my age, you have only half the memory I do.  If so, you'll be in good shape.



I suggest you knock off the insults.  Payback can be a bitch.  And just so you don't misunderstand, that is not a threat.  I
believe in karma.



That's you and Betz problem, you think I'm saying things in a mocking tone when I'm not, it was a legit question asked in
a way without smileys or roll of eyes. You completly misread it, which is very typical.



Actually, what my disgust for you in regards to this question comes from past discussions where you denied saying this
exact same thing. You really should remember the crap that you post instead of leaving it up to everyone else to remind
you of the garbage you spew.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/17 17:40
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:
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Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.



:blink: Good God . . . is there no end to your arrogance. You do know that pride is one of the seven deadly sins.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 17:41
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.

I personally know a few people who no longer believe and left the Church.  THERE WAS NO SIN INVOLVED.  You can
not tell me otherwise.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 17:41
_____________________________________

So if your husband says something in a joking way is he always joking? If he says something serious is he always
serious? Or do you sometimes have to ask?  Don't assume, you know what that makes you?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/17 17:42
_____________________________________

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
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stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.

I personally know a few people who no longer believe and left the Church.  THERE WAS NO SIN INVOLVED.  You can
not tell me otherwise.



Could be true, but I beileve once you start the slippery slope towards apostacy, the further you get from the spirit, the
more things that are sinful don't matter, and  you justify that your not really sinning.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/17 17:44
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

KitKat wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.

Don't be so arrogant.  The man said he no longer believes, so it isn't a case of "getting temple worthy". 



The things you say are just incredibly ignorant.



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.

I personally know a few people who no longer believe and left the Church.  THERE WAS NO SIN INVOLVED.  You can
not tell me otherwise.



Could be true, but I beileve once you start the slippery slope towards apostacy, the further you get from the spirit, the
more things that are sinful don't matter, and  you justify that your not really sinning.

In your dreams, dubs.  Your experiences do not trump mine.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 18:56
_____________________________________

My youngest son was due to be baptized and rather than lie about it, I chose to leave. That some would suggest I was
living a sinful life is so absurd. I was not excommunicated.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 19:07
_____________________________________

That's not something that is taught to people when they're investigating the Church. As for myself, I was the only member
of my family and didn't know my brother was coming to visit.



To say that a child's wedding isn't about the family or the parents or the all the extended family seems crazy. If it's just
about the kids, why not exclude everyone from the wedding ceremony worthy or not?



Maybe it's just an LDS way of seeing marriage. Is that it? 



I'm not sure this is the place to talk about why I left the Church. It was an excruciating and informed decision. I think that
principles are beyond even the Church. I couldn't lie and pretend to be a believer.

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 19:16
_____________________________________



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.



I find your suggestion that I was somehow sinful and that's why I don't believe this to be incredibly condescending and
self-righteous. Apparently you feel that anyone who has a different world view than yours must be sinning if he doesn't
accept the LDS version of life. And because I was active in the Church and have come to see things differently, and left
the Church why that must of course mean I've done something wrong. 



And of course you know you're right because the "spirit" told you.



Yeah. That's how it is.;)

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/17 19:26
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.



You tell me. The LDS Church seems to come up with revelations to change it's policies and practices.

I have a hard time believing that a "Heavenly Father" would do anything to preclude the extended family from
participating in the marriage of it son or daughter.



They've changed the Temple ceremony...

They've given blacks the priesthood (no one told me about that beauty for 3 years after I joined the Church)

They altered their attitude about baptizing the deceased ancestors of jewish holocaust victims

They changed their attitude about polygamy in practice anyway...

Why not this? 



It's any Church's choice to do whatever they wish to do. Just know that the rest of the world has a different view of
marriage. They see it as an extended family event. 



Emerson said, "What you do shouts so loudly I cannot hear what you say." 



That the Church is willfully doing something that hurts tens of thousands of people every year begs the question, why
would they do it. Knowing the Temple Recommend interview. Someone suggested it's different than my credentials as a
parent. I know. And to suggest that those types of questions makes you "worthy" sure diminishes what worthiness is.



This devotion to "the rules", "the way it is" being "temple worthy" is stripping you of "the spirit" and a connection with your
own humanity. You might want to take a look at that. I may need counseling to get over my anger but your kind of talk
and behavior is what keeps you focused on the letter of the law and not the spirit.



Thanks for your remarks. They've certainly been enlightening.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by WaynesWorld - 2008/04/17 20:18
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

That's not something that is taught to people when they're investigating the Church. As for myself, I was the only member
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of my family and didn't know my brother was coming to visit.



To say that a child's wedding isn't about the family or the parents or the all the extended family seems crazy. If it's just
about the kids, why not exclude everyone from the wedding ceremony worthy or not?



Maybe it's just an LDS way of seeing marriage. Is that it? 



I'm not sure this is the place to talk about why I left the Church. It was an excruciating and informed decision. I think that
principles are beyond even the Church. I couldn't lie and pretend to be a believer.Why did they choose a temple
marriage than over a civil one?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 20:36
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

That's not something that is taught to people when they're investigating the Church. As for myself, I was the only member
of my family and didn't know my brother was coming to visit.



To say that a child's wedding isn't about the family or the parents or the all the extended family seems crazy. If it's just
about the kids, why not exclude everyone from the wedding ceremony worthy or not?



Maybe it's just an LDS way of seeing marriage. Is that it? 



I'm not sure this is the place to talk about why I left the Church. It was an excruciating and informed decision. I think that
principles are beyond even the Church. I couldn't lie and pretend to be a believer.



I would like to clarify what I meant about the marriage being "just about the kids".  I apologize for not being clear.  Your
child and the fiance decided they wanted to be sealed in the temple from the get-go. . .they didn't want a civil ceremony,
with a temple sealing a year later.  That decision was theirs to make.  I'm sure they weighed all the options, plus all family
issues that would arise. I would guess they talked with you about this.  In any event, that's what I meant -- they (the kids)
made the decision.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/17 22:26
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.



You tell me. The LDS Church seems to come up with revelations to change it's policies and practices.

I have a hard time believing that a "Heavenly Father" would do anything to preclude the extended family from
participating in the marriage of it son or daughter.



They've changed the Temple ceremony...

They've given blacks the priesthood (no one told me about that beauty for 3 years after I joined the Church)

They altered their attitude about baptizing the deceased ancestors of jewish holocaust victims

They changed their attitude about polygamy in practice anyway...

Why not this? 



It's any Church's choice to do whatever they wish to do. Just know that the rest of the world has a different view of
marriage. They see it as an extended family event. 



Emerson said, "What you do shouts so loudly I cannot hear what you say." 



That the Church is willfully doing something that hurts tens of thousands of people every year begs the question, why
would they do it. Knowing the Temple Recommend interview. Someone suggested it's different than my credentials as a
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parent. I know. And to suggest that those types of questions makes you "worthy" sure diminishes what worthiness is.



This devotion to "the rules", "the way it is" being "temple worthy" is stripping you of "the spirit" and a connection with your
own humanity. You might want to take a look at that. I may need counseling to get over my anger but your kind of talk
and behavior is what keeps you focused on the letter of the law and not the spirit.



Thanks for your remarks. They've certainly been enlightening.



Do you really, really believe the Church "is willfully doing something to hurt tens of thousands of people. . ." by not
allowing non-temple-recommend-holding people to enter the temple and participate in the ordinances?  All religious faiths
have rules, guidelines, commandments, etc. for their faithful to follow.  When not followed, there are consequences in this
life and in the hereafter.  



You have, indeed, been very hurt/disillusioned during your association with the Church and by decisions made by your
children. As far as Church disillusionment, you remind me of my father-in-law, though his situation was different.  He said
he had a testimony, even though his life and introduction to the Church were rough. He always seemed to be looking for
"something" to ridicule in the gospel, something that didn't fit into his way of thinking or lifestyle.  Everything was the
"Church's fault" or the "bishop's fault", etc.  I can't even remember how many times he's gone inactive because he didn't
like something or someone in the Church, and he would be soooo angry.  All we could do as his family was love him, but
not let his anger destroy us.  Of course, I don't know your situation. . .only bits and pieces from your posts.  I guess I
would like to know what is really behind your anger.  I think it's more than the Church and temple worthiness.  But, as you
said, this is probably not the place to talk about something that is extremely personal. I wish you well, LifeRocks!

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 00:05
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:



It's a matter or prayer and study, not studying the anti's nonsense, get back with the spirit, and the truth, he'll be ok.  That
stuff confuses even the elect, he just needs a push to get back on track.



Probably a little repenting needs to happen also, he knows what I mean.



I find your suggestion that I was somehow sinful and that's why I don't believe this to be incredibly condescending and
self-righteous. Apparently you feel that anyone who has a different world view than yours must be sinning if he doesn't
accept the LDS version of life. And because I was active in the Church and have come to see things differently, and left
the Church why that must of course mean I've done something wrong. 



And of course you know you're right because the "spirit" told you.



Yeah. That's how it is.;)



Pretty much, :P   What many people do is start to read about Joseph's mistakes and errors in his life and assume this
means he wasn't a prophet and the book of Mormon can't then be true.  When it is a faulty argument to begin their
"search for truth"  Joseph and all Prophets have made mistakes, the bible is full of Prophets sinning and making all kinds
of errors, being fooled, killing, using their preisthood powers in the wrong way, they are human, we need to give Joseph
a break and not let his errors mean everthing he ever taught is false.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 00:08
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.



You tell me. The LDS Church seems to come up with revelations to change it's policies and practices.
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I have a hard time believing that a "Heavenly Father" would do anything to preclude the extended family from
participating in the marriage of it son or daughter.



They've changed the Temple ceremony...

They've given blacks the priesthood (no one told me about that beauty for 3 years after I joined the Church)

They altered their attitude about baptizing the deceased ancestors of jewish holocaust victims

They changed their attitude about polygamy in practice anyway...

Why not this? 



It's any Church's choice to do whatever they wish to do. Just know that the rest of the world has a different view of
marriage. They see it as an extended family event. 



Emerson said, "What you do shouts so loudly I cannot hear what you say." 



That the Church is willfully doing something that hurts tens of thousands of people every year begs the question, why
would they do it. Knowing the Temple Recommend interview. Someone suggested it's different than my credentials as a
parent. I know. And to suggest that those types of questions makes you "worthy" sure diminishes what worthiness is.



This devotion to "the rules", "the way it is" being "temple worthy" is stripping you of "the spirit" and a connection with your
own humanity. You might want to take a look at that. I may need counseling to get over my anger but your kind of talk
and behavior is what keeps you focused on the letter of the law and not the spirit.



Thanks for your remarks. They've certainly been enlightening.



At this point you have two choices, accept your childrens sacred beliefs and honor them for having the courage to stand
up to the world and the conviction in their beliefs to be married in a sacred place they believe so strongly the importance
of the marriage that they are willing to hurt their inactive Dad's feelings to do so. 



Or.



Continue to whine and complain in a bitter rant in every newspaper you can find and tell every person you can find,
which I'm sure they will hear about if they haven't already, and hurt their feelings even more, and display an incredible
lack of love for your kids choices, no matter how good they are, in this case, GREAT decisions. YOu choose.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 00:21
_____________________________________

Certainly anyone has the right to believe as they will until what they do affects someone else.

You want to howl at the moon--go for it,until your howling wakes the neighbors.



This situation with the FLDS in Texas...if all these women want to be married to the same guy. Have at it. The problem
comes in where they're teaching children this kind of lifestyle and forcing young girls to marry or ripping off the welfare
system. Like someone else has said, "how far does this freedom of religion stuff go?"



Last year I was in Thailand and one of the tours was to the Hill Tribe north of Chiang Mai. Women of the tribe put brass
bands around their necks and it stretches their necks to unusual lengths. To me if the women decided themselves to do
that. Great. Have at it. The problem though is they've discovered there's money from tourists who come to see them. So
now they're now training the young girls...6 or 7 year olds with bands of brass around their necks to start stretching their
necks. To me that's wrong.



I'm not about criticizing the Church just to criticize the Church. I don't know how people can grow or develop without
challenging their current way of doing things. If you knew there was something you were doing that was so offensive and
hurtful to a lot of people, regardless of the organization, do you have the personal conviction and integrity as a human
being to say, "This isn't right!"



I was under the impression that the gospel was to train our spirits to be sensitive, to be kind and honorable. I thought that
God wanted us to think for ourselves and to look for opportunities to do good in the world rather than waiting to be asked.
I was under the impression that we were "not to be commanded in all things" and that as citizens of this world we ought
to have the courage to correct injustices. 



I could quit here. I didn't even have to write at all, but I feel so strongly about this. The Church's policy to exclude family
members from their kids weddings, to me is bordering evil. That a religious organization can willingly be ok with leaving
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the family outside under the banner of faith in God. I'm getting that those in the Church think it's a perfectly acceptable
practice.



And if you don't get that or see the pain it's causing lots of people, and not even notice it or have the courage to speak
up--notice that about yourselves. 



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 00:48
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.



You tell me. The LDS Church seems to come up with revelations to change it's policies and practices.

I have a hard time believing that a "Heavenly Father" would do anything to preclude the extended family from
participating in the marriage of it son or daughter.



They've changed the Temple ceremony...

They've given blacks the priesthood (no one told me about that beauty for 3 years after I joined the Church)

They altered their attitude about baptizing the deceased ancestors of jewish holocaust victims

They changed their attitude about polygamy in practice anyway...

Why not this? 



It's any Church's choice to do whatever they wish to do. Just know that the rest of the world has a different view of
marriage. They see it as an extended family event. 



Emerson said, "What you do shouts so loudly I cannot hear what you say." 



That the Church is willfully doing something that hurts tens of thousands of people every year begs the question, why
would they do it. Knowing the Temple Recommend interview. Someone suggested it's different than my credentials as a
parent. I know. And to suggest that those types of questions makes you "worthy" sure diminishes what worthiness is.



This devotion to "the rules", "the way it is" being "temple worthy" is stripping you of "the spirit" and a connection with your
own humanity. You might want to take a look at that. I may need counseling to get over my anger but your kind of talk
and behavior is what keeps you focused on the letter of the law and not the spirit.



Thanks for your remarks. They've certainly been enlightening.



At this point you have two choices, accept your childrens sacred beliefs and honor them for having the courage to stand
up to the world and the conviction in their beliefs to be married in a sacred place they believe so strongly the importance
of the marriage that they are willing to hurt their inactive Dad's feelings to do so. 



Or.



Continue to whine and complain in a bitter rant in every newspaper you can find and tell every person you can find,
which I'm sure they will hear about if they haven't already, and hurt their feelings even more, and display an incredible
lack of love for your kids choices, no matter how good they are, in this case, GREAT decisions. YOu choose.



Maybe a better question is,



"If you were to discover that this policy of excluding family members from their kids weddings was having a great
negative affect on the image non LDS people have of the Church would you have the courage to say we need to do
something about it and then do it?"



For years I was on the inside of the Church looking out and saying many of things that have been posted here. Now that
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I'm on the outside I can see both points of view which is why I am so strong in my opinion about this. I can see what's
happening that I suspect is outside your view of the situation.



If I can create enough awareness about this and the Church (I know you can't imagine it happening) actually realized,
"Hey,we're off the mark here" that means I'd be able to attend the rest of the weddings of my kids. But not only that, you
and all of the rest of the people around the world will be able to participate in an LDS marriage.   



I'll be sure to let my kids know about this.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 06:43
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Certainly anyone has the right to believe as they will until what they do affects someone else.

You want to howl at the moon--go for it,until your howling wakes the neighbors.



This situation with the FLDS in Texas...if all these women want to be married to the same guy. Have at it. The problem
comes in where they're teaching children this kind of lifestyle and forcing young girls to marry or ripping off the welfare
system. Like someone else has said, "how far does this freedom of religion stuff go?"



Last year I was in Thailand and one of the tours was to the Hill Tribe north of Chiang Mai. Women of the tribe put brass
bands around their necks and it stretches their necks to unusual lengths. To me if the women decided themselves to do
that. Great. Have at it. The problem though is they've discovered there's money from tourists who come to see them. So
now they're now training the young girls...6 or 7 year olds with bands of brass around their necks to start stretching their
necks. To me that's wrong.



I'm not about criticizing the Church just to criticize the Church. I don't know how people can grow or develop without
challenging their current way of doing things. If you knew there was something you were doing that was so offensive and
hurtful to a lot of people, regardless of the organization, do you have the personal conviction and integrity as a human
being to say, "This isn't right!"



I was under the impression that the gospel was to train our spirits to be sensitive, to be kind and honorable. I thought that
God wanted us to think for ourselves and to look for opportunities to do good in the world rather than waiting to be asked.
I was under the impression that we were "not to be commanded in all things" and that as citizens of this world we ought
to have the courage to correct injustices. 



I could quit here. I didn't even have to write at all, but I feel so strongly about this. The Church's policy to exclude family
members from their kids weddings, to me is bordering evil. That a religious organization can willingly be ok with leaving
the family outside under the banner of faith in God. I'm getting that those in the Church think it's a perfectly acceptable
practice.



And if you don't get that or see the pain it's causing lots of people, and not even notice it or have the courage to speak
up--notice that about yourselves. 



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.





God also wants a sacred place that he can dwell, it's always been so, Old Testement times God only allowed priests and
high preists into temples, and only certain men into the holy of holy's. You want to be mad, take it up with God, not the
church.  And it's not just the LDS church, other faiths have sacred places that have rules to enter.  Because temples
have always been around and have ALWAY's had rules for entering. 





It's like the argument that homosexuality could change in the church, allowing them to have their actions with no
consequence. Possible? Yes, I guess, Historically Probable? No, since God has has the same command since the
history of the world? Not very probable in your argument historically, in either arguement historically God has never
changed in these two areas. 



Again, to me you are being very damaging towards your relationship with your kids, they are following their religious
testimonies, and doing something they feel very strong about, you should be honoring them, not going out publicly and
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bashing their decision and their faith at every public place you can. I'm sure they see your actions, or will at some point,
and be disgusted with you, it's only hurting yourself at this point.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by prisonpig - 2008/04/18 07:48
_____________________________________

I agree with you Life Rocks! I was once a church goer, but when I became older and wiser I quit going. It's people like
Dubss that make it difficult to believe in the church (among other obvious things) so I support your problem. I also know
several people who had children marry in the temple and they couldn't attend. I'm glad my teenaged daughter is not
active in the church and states she never will be, so I can attend her wedding.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/18 08:51
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 09:00
_____________________________________

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/18 09:30
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_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Should all religions change their sacred buildings "rules" to accomodate the non beleivers? come on dude, your being
ridiculous. Get back to church and get worthy bro, you can do it.  Give your family a real worthy priesthood holder in their
home that they deserve and are begging for in their prayers.



Please provide a list of religions that bar family members from being at a couples marriage due to rules regarding sacred
buildings? I mean, that is the topic and all . . .

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/18 09:53
_____________________________________

Life Rocks, you've gotten some good, honest feedback, but instead of commenting on that you seem to want to
concentrate on your anger and hurt.  Go for it, that is your choice.  It is very unlikely that you will get what you want that
way; the LDS church isn't going to listen to one more person ranting and raving about their practices more than say, they
would if you wrote them a reasonable letter asking for consideration, or at a minimum clarification of the practice.



I would say again, I don't think what you are doing is right or justified.  Your child made a choice to marry in this fashion -
support them! Instead you seem to want to bad mouth the practice they chose to everyone who will listen.



I don't care what you think you were entitled to as a parent (and I'm a parent myself) but you have no right to rant and
rave that the way your child married excluded you.  This is not about you, this is about them.  This is their church, their
ceremony and their choice.  You can cry foul at the top of your lungs and maybe, just maybe, you will get what you want,
but I seriously doubt it.  Instead you will only accomplish making people upset and hurting feelings.



I'm not even LDS but I agree that the LDS has every right to exclude the "unworthy" from this ceremony and to choose
just who is and who is not "worhty" by their standards.  I support their right to do this and I don't want to see them, or any
other church, change to accommodate parents who can't see what this might mean to anyone but them.



I'll step off of my soap box now.  Life Rocks, I wish you all the best and I hope you find peace with this issue someday.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 09:56
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.
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If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/18 10:01
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



Shame on us? For what, being reasonable? Honestly, not everyone is slamming on you, there are just as many posts
offering advice, and not everyone cares about LDS membership standing...just because someone disagrees with your
opinion on the issue doesn't make them LDS.



If you want to talk about church leaders misusing young children or other such abuses, I'm all for nodding my head in
agreement.  But I won't say that being excluded from a religious ceremony is even remotely the same thing.

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 10:08
_____________________________________

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



With all due respect to you, you don't want to go there at all.



Interesting you made the connection.

Some people think the LDS Church is of Satan. While the LDS Church has changed it's practice, in terms of the Temple
ceremony used to contain some pretty gruesome threats of self-sacrifice. I'm sure you can't acknowledge the similarity.



It's replies like this that remind me just how glad I am to be out of the Church. 



And yes, I was/am a terrific father! :cheer:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 10:33
_____________________________________

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks, you've gotten some good, honest feedback, but instead of commenting on that you seem to want to
concentrate on your anger and hurt.  Go for it, that is your choice.  It is very unlikely that you will get what you want that
way; the LDS church isn't going to listen to one more person ranting and raving about their practices more than say, they
would if you wrote them a reasonable letter asking for consideration, or at a minimum clarification of the practice.



I would say again, I don't think what you are doing is right or justified.  Your child made a choice to marry in this fashion -
support them! Instead you seem to want to bad mouth the practice they chose to everyone who will listen.



I don't care what you think you were entitled to as a parent (and I'm a parent myself) but you have no right to rant and
rave that the way your child married excluded you.  This is not about you, this is about them.  This is their church, their
ceremony and their choice.  You can cry foul at the top of your lungs and maybe, just maybe, you will get what you want,
but I seriously doubt it.  Instead you will only accomplish making people upset and hurting feelings.



I'm not even LDS but I agree that the LDS has every right to exclude the "unworthy" from this ceremony and to choose
just who is and who is not "worhty" by their standards.  I support their right to do this and I don't want to see them, or any
other church, change to accommodate parents who can't see what this might mean to anyone but them.



I'll step off of my soap box now.  Life Rocks, I wish you all the best and I hope you find peace with this issue someday.



I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 10:42
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_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



That your comparing this to child abuse shows the level of delusion you have.  



I have friends and aquaintances who have been in your situation who have understood the meaning and seriousness of
the LDS faiths beliefs on the subject of marriage for Eternity in a temple, and respected and honored those family
members who make that choice, that's what it's about, honoring and respecting a family members choice. 



They understand there is religious ceremonies in all faiths they can't attend, and honor those also, it seems as an ex
LDS person you would understand your childrens choices better than you seemingly are acting "shocked" all of a
sudden. :blink:

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/18 10:46
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.



Really? Then why did you say this earlier?



Dubbs wrote:

 So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 10:49
_____________________________________

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



Shame on us? For what, being reasonable? Honestly, not everyone is slamming on you, there are just as many posts
offering advice, and not everyone cares about LDS membership standing...just because someone disagrees with your
opinion on the issue doesn't make them LDS.



If you want to talk about church leaders misusing young children or other such abuses, I'm all for nodding my head in
agreement.  But I won't say that being excluded from a religious ceremony is even remotely the same thing.



I agree concerning religions. It's their right to believe and practice what they want...to a limit. Given all the religious
organizations around the world, it's really quite amazing at what things they can get people to do in the name of
"honoring God".



My regret now is that I can see what's occurring and that I didn't think for myself all these years. I followed the Church
naively, blindly believing that this was true. Now I can see the extent of control the Church (not just the LDS Church)has
on it's members and my children. 



I was trying to teach my children to think for themselves and to notice that wrong can occur even in the Church at all
levels. And just because someone "in authority" says something is true doesn't make it right. 



We've become so numbed to spiritual things.

We've come to think religion = spirituality. It's not so. 
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I used to watch people pray for "those who weren't at Church" and make no effort at all to visit them. 



Or to pray for peace and safety...all the time. If this life is to prepare to meet God shouldn't we be praying for all the
experiences that we need to have? 



Or sitting week and after week (in exactly the same place) listening to lessons over and over and thinking that was
spirituality? 



To suggest that a physical building (ie a temple) has "the spirit" and has more importance than the people seems like
what the Catholics do with their cathedrals. Seems to me that the Temples have become our new sacred cows, the new
golden idols of worship. 



Because you're in it, you're like a fish in water that can't see the water it's in. The Church tells you that any perspective
outside the "safety" of the faith is of the devil and wrong. I'd wonder if one year the Priesthood manual didn't come with
preprinted answers what the discussion would be. 



Someone comes with an opinion different than yours and the other members gang up on him immediately telling him his
opinion is wrong.



Couldn't be that something this guy has to say is valid. We're right you say. It's our right to have a belief that offends
others. Apparently it is.



Please, if you would, tell me specifically what's so reasonable and caring and loving about excluding family members
from the experience of attending the wedding of their children? 



It's true. I'm angry for the moment. I'm feeling hurt. I didn't have a close family as a child. This isn't how I expected this
occasion would turn out. I thought that close families did things together. If I had been an evil, or nasty and mistreated
them, I'd agree...leave the bum out. 



I'll get over this with time.



But I've been and am a good dad. The night before the wedding, my daughter and I stopped at a grocery store to get her
some vitamins to stave of a cold she felt was coming on. We came out of the store and I noticed her headlight on her car
was out. So there in the cold and snow, and in the dark I fiddled around to replace the bulb. That was my moment with
my daughter. 



Then showing up at the Temple the next day. 



All the while you're believing I'm wrong, what you might want to think about too is what happened to your compassion as
a human being when you follow a practice that disappoints and hurts so many and you feel good about it?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/18 11:04
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



With all due respect to you, you don't want to go there at all.
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Interesting you made the connection.

Some people think the LDS Church is of Satan. While the LDS Church has changed it's practice, in terms of the Temple
ceremony used to contain some pretty gruesome threats of self-sacrifice. I'm sure you can't acknowledge the similarity.



It's replies like this that remind me just how glad I am to be out of the Church. 



And yes, I was/am a terrific father! :cheer:



It was bait and you swallowed it.  Why don't you tell your children what you think of their beliefs, daddy? I'm sure they will
think that's terrific.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 11:11
_____________________________________

I'm not saying this is on the same level of child abuse. My point was simply that it's easier to notice the faults or flaws of
other religious groups other than our own. 



That's one of my concerns about organized religion. It separates us as human beings. Mormons come across as thinking
of themselves as superior and chosen and arrogant. How else can you think of yourself when you're reminded so often
that you have the truth.



It would be different if I didn't have 30 years of experience in the Church. I know how you think. I know what you feel. I
know what your doctrine is. And that's why I said before, I can't argue this from a religious perspective. You believe what
you believe. 



But as a human being...as a father...I'm telling you what's occurring. 



You and the Church will do whatever they want with that information. Next time you go to a Temple wedding...just notice
what's going around you. Notice that it's your first inclination to tell this guy, he's wrong and delusional. Couldn't be that
he has a valid concern that needs addressing. 



If the idea of a Temple recommend was instituted after polygamy was adopted and the Church no longer practices it
what would it hurt to allow all family members to attend the weddings of it's children?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/18 11:11
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S
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You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



Shame on us? For what, being reasonable? Honestly, not everyone is slamming on you, there are just as many posts
offering advice, and not everyone cares about LDS membership standing...just because someone disagrees with your
opinion on the issue doesn't make them LDS.



If you want to talk about church leaders misusing young children or other such abuses, I'm all for nodding my head in
agreement.  But I won't say that being excluded from a religious ceremony is even remotely the same thing.



I agree concerning religions. It's their right to believe and practice what they want...to a limit. Given all the religious
organizations around the world, it's really quite amazing at what things they can get people to do in the name of
"honoring God".



My regret now is that I can see what's occurring and that I didn't think for myself all these years. I followed the Church
naively, blindly believing that this was true. Now I can see the extent of control the Church (not just the LDS Church)has
on it's members and my children. 



I was trying to teach my children to think for themselves and to notice that wrong can occur even in the Church at all
levels. And just because someone "in authority" says something is true doesn't make it right. 



We've become so numbed to spiritual things.

We've come to think religion = spirituality. It's not so. 



I used to watch people pray for "those who weren't at Church" and make no effort at all to visit them. 



Or to pray for peace and safety...all the time. If this life is to prepare to meet God shouldn't we be praying for all the
experiences that we need to have? 



Or sitting week and after week (in exactly the same place) listening to lessons over and over and thinking that was
spirituality? 



To suggest that a physical building (ie a temple) has "the spirit" and has more importance than the people seems like
what the Catholics do with their cathedrals. Seems to me that the Temples have become our new sacred cows, the new
golden idols of worship. 



Because you're in it, you're like a fish in water that can't see the water it's in. The Church tells you that any perspective
outside the "safety" of the faith is of the devil and wrong. I'd wonder if one year the Priesthood manual didn't come with
preprinted answers what the discussion would be. 



Someone comes with an opinion different than yours and the other members gang up on him immediately telling him his
opinion is wrong.



Couldn't be that something this guy has to say is valid. We're right you say. It's our right to have a belief that offends
others. Apparently it is.



Please, if you would, tell me specifically what's so reasonable and caring and loving about excluding family members
from the experience of attending the wedding of their children? 
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It's true. I'm angry for the moment. I'm feeling hurt. I didn't have a close family as a child. This isn't how I expected this
occasion would turn out. I thought that close families did things together. If I had been an evil, or nasty and mistreated
them, I'd agree...leave the bum out. 



I'll get over this with time.



But I've been and am a good dad. The night before the wedding, my daughter and I stopped at a grocery store to get her
some vitamins to stave of a cold she felt was coming on. We came out of the store and I noticed her headlight on her car
was out. So there in the cold and snow, and in the dark I fiddled around to replace the bulb. That was my moment with
my daughter. 



Then showing up at the Temple the next day. 



All the while you're believing I'm wrong, what you might want to think about too is what happened to your compassion as
a human being when you follow a practice that disappoints and hurts so many and you feel good about it?



From reading your post I think there is more than just this one instance that is really fueling your anger, you seem to
despise many things pertaining to organized religion, and you despise anyone that actually cares about their religious
beliefs.  I won't go so far to say you are a bad father in any way, but since you keep bringing up what a great parent you
are have you thought for a moment what this must be doing to your kids? Everything you have said has been about you,
and what religions are doing to you and people in your shoes.  Maybe you should instead look at this from the
perspective of your daughter.  Just a thought.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/18 11:25
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

I'm not saying this is on the same level of child abuse. My point was simply that it's easier to notice the faults or flaws of
other religious groups other than our own. 



That's one of my concerns about organized religion. It separates us as human beings. Mormons come across as thinking
of themselves as superior and chosen and arrogant. How else can you think of yourself when you're reminded so often
that you have the truth.



It would be different if I didn't have 30 years of experience in the Church. I know how you think. I know what you feel. I
know what your doctrine is. And that's why I said before, I can't argue this from a religious perspective. You believe what
you believe. 



But as a human being...as a father...I'm telling you what's occurring. 



You and the Church will do whatever they want with that information. Next time you go to a Temple wedding...just notice
what's going around you. Notice that it's your first inclination to tell this guy, he's wrong and delusional. Couldn't be that
he has a valid concern that needs addressing. 



If the idea of a Temple recommend was instituted after polygamy was adopted and the Church no longer practices it
what would it hurt to allow all family members to attend the weddings of it's children?



You must have been one of those superior and arrogant Mormons finding fault with everyone. Now you're a superior and
arrogant ExMormon finding fault with everyone.



You haven't changed a bit. ;)

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 11:28
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
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anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.



Really? Then why did you say this earlier?



Dubbs wrote:

 So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



Come on, are you really this dense? I'm talking about non members in one sense, and a member in another, of couse
members have made covenants and therefore are asked if they are honoring those covenants to enter the temple, non
members have not made those covenants therefore they are not asked about their worthiness, we are not saying one
way or the other their worthiness, because they have not made the covenants. You were a member?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 11:33
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:





You really need to get over your own self rightous in reverse attitude towards people just trying to do good, by their own
meaning and understanding, your ripping members of a faith for praying now?  How do you know they have NEVER
gone and vistited or called someone that they pray for? And even if they never have, at least they are praying for them,
which we believe can be a powerful tool, you don't, but don't rip them for their beliefs and trying to do good. Geez dude,
seriously, you need help.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 11:36
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:



It would be different if I didn't have 30 years of experience in the Church. I know how you think. I know what you feel. ?



If that's true, I would think you would respect and honor your childrens beliefs and decisions, instead of ripping the faith
and practice publically. I'm sorry, I'm not buying that you understand, you don't.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 11:40
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:



If the idea of a Temple recommend was instituted after polygamy was adopted and the Church no longer practices it
what would it hurt to allow all family members to attend the weddings of it's children?



This is another example that you don't really understand LDS doctrine, as we believe Temples have been around since
the days of Adam and Eve in some form, as has polygamy in Old Testement times. That you say "the church" adopted
practices in Josephs day shows you really don't have a grasp of LDS beleifs in full. Which I find typical of those who
leave the faith, they study the anti side more than they do their own faith. Your more proof.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/18 11:46
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

Comments - Daily Herald fireboard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 15 October, 2008, 21:16



Dubbs wrote:

I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.



Really? Then why did you say this earlier?



Dubbs wrote:

 So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



Come on, are you really this dense? I'm talking about non members in one sense, and a member in another, of couse
members have made covenants and therefore are asked if they are honoring those covenants to enter the temple, non
members have not made those covenants therefore they are not asked about their worthiness, we are not saying one
way or the other their worthiness, because they have not made the covenants. You were a member?



I asked a legitimate question and pointed out one of your many contradictions, so, of course, you have to attack me.
Pitiful. You know and I know there are a list of requirements to be worthy to enter the temple and it covers every single
person. A non-member is NOT worthy to enter the temple starting at the simple reason they are not members.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/18 12:03
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.



Really? Then why did you say this earlier?



Dubbs wrote:

 So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



Come on, are you really this dense? I'm talking about non members in one sense, and a member in another, of couse
members have made covenants and therefore are asked if they are honoring those covenants to enter the temple, non
members have not made those covenants therefore they are not asked about their worthiness, we are not saying one
way or the other their worthiness, because they have not made the covenants. You were a member?



I asked a legitimate question and pointed out one of your many contradictions, so, of course, you have to attack me.
Pitiful. You know and I know there are a list of requirements to be worthy to enter the temple and it covers every single
person. A non-member is NOT worthy to enter the temple starting at the simple reason they are not members.

Pathetic, isn't he?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/18 12:05
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:





You really need to get over your own self rightous in reverse attitude towards people just trying to do good, by their own
meaning and understanding, your ripping members of a faith for praying now?  How do you know they have NEVER
gone and vistited or called someone that they pray for? And even if they never have, at least they are praying for them,
which we believe can be a powerful tool, you don't, but don't rip them for their beliefs and trying to do good. Geez dude,
seriously, you need help.

Self-righteous?  LOL.. Coming from you, that's just too much!

============================================================================
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Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 16:21
_____________________________________

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



Shame on us? For what, being reasonable? Honestly, not everyone is slamming on you, there are just as many posts
offering advice, and not everyone cares about LDS membership standing...just because someone disagrees with your
opinion on the issue doesn't make them LDS.



If you want to talk about church leaders misusing young children or other such abuses, I'm all for nodding my head in
agreement.  But I won't say that being excluded from a religious ceremony is even remotely the same thing.



I agree concerning religions. It's their right to believe and practice what they want...to a limit. Given all the religious
organizations around the world, it's really quite amazing at what things they can get people to do in the name of
"honoring God".



My regret now is that I can see what's occurring and that I didn't think for myself all these years. I followed the Church
naively, blindly believing that this was true. Now I can see the extent of control the Church (not just the LDS Church)has
on it's members and my children. 



I was trying to teach my children to think for themselves and to notice that wrong can occur even in the Church at all
levels. And just because someone "in authority" says something is true doesn't make it right. 



We've become so numbed to spiritual things.

We've come to think religion = spirituality. It's not so. 
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I used to watch people pray for "those who weren't at Church" and make no effort at all to visit them. 



Or to pray for peace and safety...all the time. If this life is to prepare to meet God shouldn't we be praying for all the
experiences that we need to have? 



Or sitting week and after week (in exactly the same place) listening to lessons over and over and thinking that was
spirituality? 



To suggest that a physical building (ie a temple) has "the spirit" and has more importance than the people seems like
what the Catholics do with their cathedrals. Seems to me that the Temples have become our new sacred cows, the new
golden idols of worship. 



Because you're in it, you're like a fish in water that can't see the water it's in. The Church tells you that any perspective
outside the "safety" of the faith is of the devil and wrong. I'd wonder if one year the Priesthood manual didn't come with
preprinted answers what the discussion would be. 



Someone comes with an opinion different than yours and the other members gang up on him immediately telling him his
opinion is wrong.



Couldn't be that something this guy has to say is valid. We're right you say. It's our right to have a belief that offends
others. Apparently it is.



Please, if you would, tell me specifically what's so reasonable and caring and loving about excluding family members
from the experience of attending the wedding of their children? 



It's true. I'm angry for the moment. I'm feeling hurt. I didn't have a close family as a child. This isn't how I expected this
occasion would turn out. I thought that close families did things together. If I had been an evil, or nasty and mistreated
them, I'd agree...leave the bum out. 



I'll get over this with time.



But I've been and am a good dad. The night before the wedding, my daughter and I stopped at a grocery store to get her
some vitamins to stave of a cold she felt was coming on. We came out of the store and I noticed her headlight on her car
was out. So there in the cold and snow, and in the dark I fiddled around to replace the bulb. That was my moment with
my daughter. 



Then showing up at the Temple the next day. 



All the while you're believing I'm wrong, what you might want to think about too is what happened to your compassion as
a human being when you follow a practice that disappoints and hurts so many and you feel good about it?



From reading your post I think there is more than just this one instance that is really fueling your anger, you seem to
despise many things pertaining to organized religion, and you despise anyone that actually cares about their religious
beliefs.  I won't go so far to say you are a bad father in any way, but since you keep bringing up what a great parent you
are have you thought for a moment what this must be doing to your kids? Everything you have said has been about you,
and what religions are doing to you and people in your shoes.  Maybe you should instead look at this from the
perspective of your daughter.  Just a thought.



Must be the nature of posting our opinions. Probably like sending mail back and forth. I've tried to be respectful. I'm a
dad arguing for the right as a father to participate in an important life event of my children. A religious organization has
pushed me out of the way, it's members are actually defending the practice and I find that pretty despicable. Rather than
understanding my frustration and having any compassion I'm being castigated as being "self righteous", "needing help"
and "delusional". I make any comment that's contrary to anything you've been taught and I'm labeled anti and that
leaving the Church couldn't possibly be an intelligent and respected choice.



I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country. 



Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.
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============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by KitKat - 2008/04/18 16:29
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

JLD wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

ThomasK wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:



As for being angry about this. You bet I'm angry. Anger in this instance is more than justified. I think God is angry too.
The thought occurs to me that "God the Father", knowing how hard it is to be a parent, has a special place for devoted
dads. A normal father who loves his kids should be angry at such a practice.



So you're really really really angry that the Church didn't allow you to go inside the temple at your daughters Sealing
because you think the Church is a bunch of hooey.  I got that.



So if one of your other 8 children, that you raised LDS,  decides to join the Church of Satan and invites you to attend their
wedding where you actually get to go inside.  And they sacrifice an animal and drink its blood.  You would be very very
happy. Because witnessing that is very very important to you.  I get it.



You're a great dad.  :S



You'd think he'd be happy they are actually doing something he couldn't, live up to their covenants and beliefs, without
wavering to the whims of the world.  His poor kids, there Dad hates the thing he taught them was truth.





We see certainly see things differently. If I were to talk about a Catholic Priest misusing young children, we could agree
on that. It's wrong.

If we talk about the abuses in the FLDS faith, we probably will agree on that. That's wrong too!



But if we talk about something the LDS Church does that offends tens of thousands of people in something so basic as
marriage being a family event...I guess that's to hard to address since it would mean looking at yourself. I shake my head
in disgust. Shame on all of you.



I see this as thinking for myself for a change and taking a stand for what's right, something people who are obsessed
with "following the rules" can't do. 



It seems you're more concerned with "membership" and "being a good Mormon" rather than recognizing that what the
Church is doing is wrong. And even if you could see it, because you've been so conditioned to "follow the brethren" you
can't stand up for yourself. And by so doing, that makes you an accomplice.



Shame on us? For what, being reasonable? Honestly, not everyone is slamming on you, there are just as many posts
offering advice, and not everyone cares about LDS membership standing...just because someone disagrees with your
opinion on the issue doesn't make them LDS.



If you want to talk about church leaders misusing young children or other such abuses, I'm all for nodding my head in
agreement.  But I won't say that being excluded from a religious ceremony is even remotely the same thing.



I agree concerning religions. It's their right to believe and practice what they want...to a limit. Given all the religious
organizations around the world, it's really quite amazing at what things they can get people to do in the name of
"honoring God".



My regret now is that I can see what's occurring and that I didn't think for myself all these years. I followed the Church
naively, blindly believing that this was true. Now I can see the extent of control the Church (not just the LDS Church)has
on it's members and my children. 



I was trying to teach my children to think for themselves and to notice that wrong can occur even in the Church at all
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levels. And just because someone "in authority" says something is true doesn't make it right. 



We've become so numbed to spiritual things.

We've come to think religion = spirituality. It's not so. 



I used to watch people pray for "those who weren't at Church" and make no effort at all to visit them. 



Or to pray for peace and safety...all the time. If this life is to prepare to meet God shouldn't we be praying for all the
experiences that we need to have? 



Or sitting week and after week (in exactly the same place) listening to lessons over and over and thinking that was
spirituality? 



To suggest that a physical building (ie a temple) has "the spirit" and has more importance than the people seems like
what the Catholics do with their cathedrals. Seems to me that the Temples have become our new sacred cows, the new
golden idols of worship. 



Because you're in it, you're like a fish in water that can't see the water it's in. The Church tells you that any perspective
outside the "safety" of the faith is of the devil and wrong. I'd wonder if one year the Priesthood manual didn't come with
preprinted answers what the discussion would be. 



Someone comes with an opinion different than yours and the other members gang up on him immediately telling him his
opinion is wrong.



Couldn't be that something this guy has to say is valid. We're right you say. It's our right to have a belief that offends
others. Apparently it is.



Please, if you would, tell me specifically what's so reasonable and caring and loving about excluding family members
from the experience of attending the wedding of their children? 



It's true. I'm angry for the moment. I'm feeling hurt. I didn't have a close family as a child. This isn't how I expected this
occasion would turn out. I thought that close families did things together. If I had been an evil, or nasty and mistreated
them, I'd agree...leave the bum out. 



I'll get over this with time.



But I've been and am a good dad. The night before the wedding, my daughter and I stopped at a grocery store to get her
some vitamins to stave of a cold she felt was coming on. We came out of the store and I noticed her headlight on her car
was out. So there in the cold and snow, and in the dark I fiddled around to replace the bulb. That was my moment with
my daughter. 



Then showing up at the Temple the next day. 



All the while you're believing I'm wrong, what you might want to think about too is what happened to your compassion as
a human being when you follow a practice that disappoints and hurts so many and you feel good about it?



From reading your post I think there is more than just this one instance that is really fueling your anger, you seem to
despise many things pertaining to organized religion, and you despise anyone that actually cares about their religious
beliefs.  I won't go so far to say you are a bad father in any way, but since you keep bringing up what a great parent you
are have you thought for a moment what this must be doing to your kids? Everything you have said has been about you,
and what religions are doing to you and people in your shoes.  Maybe you should instead look at this from the
perspective of your daughter.  Just a thought.



Must be the nature of posting our opinions. Probably like sending mail back and forth. I've tried to be respectful. I'm a
dad arguing for the right as a father to participate in an important life event of my children. A religious organization has
pushed me out of the way, it's members are actually defending the practice and I find that pretty despicable. Rather than
understanding my frustration and having any compassion I'm being castigated as being "self righteous", "needing help"
and "delusional". I make any comment that's contrary to anything you've been taught and I'm labeled anti and that
leaving the Church couldn't possibly be an intelligent and respected choice.



I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country. 
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Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.

I've tried to stay out of this.  I understand both sides.  I married in the Temple myself.   My parents were almost not able
to to with me.  However, they encouraged me to marry in the temple even without them there because it's what I wanted,
and it was MY wedding.  



However, you state this isn't the forum to take this concern.  You're  right about that.  Just what do you want or expect us
to do?  We are not the ones who can change things.  Write a letter to President Monson if you wish.  The change, if it
ever happens, would come from SLC, not us.  



Why don't you talk to your daughters about this?  They chose to marry in the temple knowing you would  not be there.
Ask them why, when they knew you would be hurt.  Or do you just keep quiet towards them, not wanting to hurt their
feelings?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by JLD - 2008/04/18 17:02
_____________________________________

Must be the nature of posting our opinions. Probably like sending mail back and forth. I've tried to be respectful. I'm a
dad arguing for the right as a father to participate in an important life event of my children. A religious organization has
pushed me out of the way, it's members are actually defending the practice and I find that pretty despicable. Rather than
understanding my frustration and having any compassion I'm being castigated as being "self righteous", "needing help"
and "delusional". I make any comment that's contrary to anything you've been taught and I'm labeled anti and that
leaving the Church couldn't possibly be an intelligent and respected choice.



I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country.



Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.



Just what is it that you expect then? Sympathy, you've got it in spades.  People sympathize, both members and non-
members alike.  But you have to have something to sympathize over and the bulk of your posts it seems have as much
to do with slamming others religious beliefs as they do with what actually happened to you when you were left out of the
wedding ceremony.  There are some jerks on this forum, maybe I'm one of them but I don't think so.  But I can't control
what others say on a public forum, nor can you.  You can get mad at the collective if you so choose and you can slam an
entire faith if you so choose, but that doesn't win me over to your cause.



Understanding? People understand.  Maybe you don't.  Understanding your situation doesn't mean I have to agree with
you.  On the subject of understanding, maybe you could try and be more understanding of the LDS faith (instead of
slamming it for not meeting your expectations).  Who knows, it could help you to come to terms with your hurt feelings.



Change? Not only are you barking up the wrong tree from the start, pursuing an avenue of hate and spite and anger
instead of actively petitioning the people who can really change the issue (I don't know if you noticed, but we aren't, nor
do we communicate with, the LDS authorities), but why should it change at all?



What I don't see you stating anywhere is that you understand that the LDS members have a right to this and that they
might like it this way, your feelings be damned (to put it bluntly).  Now, again, I am not LDS, but I understand what the
temples mean to the LDS as I have enough of them in my immediate family.  And I feel strongly that it is wrong for you to
state that despite what the LDS beliefs about temples and the temple ceremonies might be and what those things might
mean to the LDS people in the eternal scheme of things that your hurt feelings trump their keys to salvation.  Now there
might be a better way, a way that could compromise, but that requires both sides to give something up, and neither might
be perfectly happy in the end.  You may not get what you want and I can certainly tell you that there are LDS people who
do not want just anyone allowed into their temples.  You think that is mean, they say it is sacred.  As the temples belong
to them, their money built them for pity's sake, I'm leaning towards them.  Maybe you think that is mean, I think it is
reality.  Your feelings of entitlement as a father don't trump the faith of the LDS people, nor the respect they have for their
religious property.  If you want to take it up with your daughter that she chose an avenue that excluded her father from
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her wedding that is your right, but I don't think you have the right to harbor bitterness that you were excluded from an
LDS temple for not being a faithful LDS person.



My advice, have a second ceremony that everyone can participate in and leave the temple ceremony between the LDS
church and your LDS daughter - I think she would want as much or she wouldn't have pursued that avenue.



Then write a respectful letter to the church authorities and start up a dialogue pertaining to the temple marriage
ceremony, maybe some clarification and understanding from the church leaders could go a long way to rectifying the hurt
feelings.



I never said anything about therapy, didn't call you "self-righteous" nor make any remarks about you leaving the church
as I figure that is your business.



Take care.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 17:11
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

I agree with your post except to point out that the "unworthy" are not invited, it's more that we have qualifications to enter,
anybody can go through the process to be qualified, it's not a matter of being unworthy in my mind.



Really? Then why did you say this earlier?



Dubbs wrote:

 So....  your a member of the church, why not get yourself worthy to get to the temple would be a logical question.



Come on, are you really this dense? I'm talking about non members in one sense, and a member in another, of couse
members have made covenants and therefore are asked if they are honoring those covenants to enter the temple, non
members have not made those covenants therefore they are not asked about their worthiness, we are not saying one
way or the other their worthiness, because they have not made the covenants. You were a member?



I asked a legitimate question and pointed out one of your many contradictions, so, of course, you have to attack me.
Pitiful. You know and I know there are a list of requirements to be worthy to enter the temple and it covers every single
person. A non-member is NOT worthy to enter the temple starting at the simple reason they are not members.



And as I said, I don't consider a non member who has not taken the covenants an LDS member has, a "non worthy"  
Maybe you do, but scriptures and talks from the brethen speak of no sin without knowledge, therefore you would be
wrong in your assumption.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 17:13
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

 A religious organization has pushed me out of the way,  



Acutally, that was your decision, you  have a blame others complex. Your ex-wife says this about you dosen't she? Be
honest with  yourself. 





I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country. 
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Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.



Gasp, the church must not be true!! :laugh:   The things people find to leave the church over. :blink:  Tell us, what is the
real sin behind you leaving?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by ThomasK - 2008/04/18 17:21
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

 I've tried to be respectful. I'm a dad arguing for the right as a father to participate in an important life event of my
children. A religious organization has pushed me out of the way, it's members are actually defending the practice and I
find that pretty despicable.



You tried to be respectful? You made the statement that members of the Church are arrogant and feel superior.  That fits
you exactly.  I'm sure the 23 years you were a member you were one of those who are  "the arrogant I'm right your
wrong superior types", because that's what you've been doing here the whole time. You haven't shown any concern for
your daughter's feelings, only for own. And you want us to feel sorry for you?  It's your daughter that has our sympathy. A
grown man wimping and whaling to anyone and everone how  horrible his daughter's wedding was is just pathetic. Any
man that would raise their daughter their entire life in a certain belief and then at the last minute have an epiphany how
horrible it is and get bent out of shape that they were married in that belief is not much of a man. Take a good look in a
mirror before you start calling somone else dispicable.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 17:23
_____________________________________

By the way, the Sikh and the hindus and Jewish temples, and Buddist all have similar beliefs, why not start a world wide
whine fest?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 17:23
_____________________________________

By the way, the Sikh and the hindus and Jewish temples, and Buddist all have similar beliefs, why not start a world wide
whine fest?

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Girl Raised in the South - 2008/04/18 17:51
_____________________________________

Well, here we are. . .I believe we've said all we can say to LifeRocks.  I feel we've been respectful, with even Dubbs
reining himself in.  Advice given was very good, but, in my opinion, has fallen on deliberately deaf ears. 



I sincerely believe WE'RE DONE!!! Next topic!

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Betz - 2008/04/18 19:22
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:
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By the way, the Sikh and the hindus and Jewish temples, and Buddist all have similar beliefs, why not start a world wide
whine fest?



Are you saying that Jewish couples get married in a temple and their non-Jewish friends or family cannot attend?



Because there is nothing about that here:



http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/marriage.html#Ceremony



Nor the Sikhs



http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/ritesrituals/weddings.shtml





Nor the Buddhists



http://www.matrimonialsindia.com/help/buddhist.php

http://www.salemstate.edu/imc/vietnam/ceremony.html



Nor Hindus



http://www.vivaaha.org/the.htm

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 22:40
_____________________________________

Betz wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

By the way, the Sikh and the hindus and Jewish temples, and Buddist all have similar beliefs, why not start a world wide
whine fest?



Are you saying that Jewish couples get married in a temple and their non-Jewish friends or family cannot attend?



Because there is nothing about that here:



http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/marriage.html#Ceremony



Nor the Sikhs



http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/ritesrituals/weddings.shtml





Nor the Buddhists



http://www.matrimonialsindia.com/help/buddhist.php

http://www.salemstate.edu/imc/vietnam/ceremony.html



Nor Hindus



http://www.vivaaha.org/the.htm





They get married in a temple, and their is rules to enter, so yes, they all have similar rules as Mormons.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Life Rocks - 2008/04/18 22:52
_____________________________________

Dubbs wrote:
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Life Rocks wrote:

 A religious organization has pushed me out of the way,  



Acutally, that was your decision, you  have a blame others complex. Your ex-wife says this about you dosen't she? Be
honest with  yourself. 





I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country. 



Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.



Gasp, the church must not be true!! :laugh:   The things people find to leave the church over. :blink:  Tell us, what is the
real sin behind you leaving?





You're right. It's time for me to move on from here as well. Thanks for your comments. I can better see how those in the
Church feel about it.

I've learned a lot from this exchange.

============================================================================

Re:LDS Emotional Extortion at temple weddings
Posted by Dubbs - 2008/04/18 23:10
_____________________________________

Life Rocks wrote:

Dubbs wrote:

Life Rocks wrote:

 A religious organization has pushed me out of the way,  



Acutally, that was your decision, you  have a blame others complex. Your ex-wife says this about you dosen't she? Be
honest with  yourself. 





I'm delusional yet it's the Church that teaches you your underwear will protect you.



I'm out of touch and Utah has the highest use of anti-depression medication in the country.



I'm needing help and Utah has one of the highest rates of bankruptcy in the country. 



Things that make you go hmmmm?



You're right, this isn't the forum to take this concern.



Gasp, the church must not be true!! :laugh:   The things people find to leave the church over. :blink:  Tell us, what is the
real sin behind you leaving?





You're right. It's time for me to move on from here as well. Thanks for your comments. I can better see how those in the
Church feel about it.

I've learned a lot from this exchange.





Yes, Let's hope you have learned that by doing what your doing, your only hurting your family and children even more
than you leaving the church you taught them to be truth.  My recommendation is start from the begining, read the book of
Mormon from cover to cover in a few days, and see how it makes you feel compared to the confusion you now live in,
and see if the gospel makes more sense than having to disspoint your children who you taught the gospel over and over
again, and give them the faithful, dedicated, father/preisthood holder they once knew and loved.
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